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period at school has sufficiently spoiled their simplicity to
make them mildly arrogant; they rebel at family traditions and
frequently neglect all but the ceremonial content of religion.
For those who desire a statistical view of female educational
progress in India it may be stated that in 1896 female pupils
in India numbered in round figures, 4,000,000; in 1921 the
number had doubled; in 1926 it had reached 10,000,000. In
many parts of India there are impressive signs of female
"emancipation." Bengal perhaps leads the way; but Bombay
and Madras are in close pursuit. Physical exercises and games
are capturing the Hindu girl's imagination. I have seen some
excellent gymnastic displays by college girls in different parts
of India, and it is plain that the notion of pvrdab so vitally
opposed to female education is losing ground.
Mohammedans are not so eager for modern secular learning
as the Hindu; but the former are giving up much of their
prejudice, and in certain divisions of Mohammedanism schools
are being generously maintained and intelligently managed.
His Highness the Aga Khan, for instance, plays an important
and progressive part in the education of his followers.
Education in India, however, is now a matter for which the
new regime must be responsible. It cannot be doubted that
the main difficulties with the new as with the old authoritative
system will be of a financial nature.